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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, and 

confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that 

our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core 

Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope and sequence is vertically and 

horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both 

independently and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning 

experiences and strategies for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in 

tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are 

rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an 

instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff 

will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and 

summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will 

continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide 

regulations, but specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-

based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have 

flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric 

standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular 

growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Course Description 

 

Applicable New Jersey administrative codes provide that all identified students of limited English proficiency 

be enrolled in an ESL program. In addition, the codes mandate a district student population may warrant 

providing bilingual education. Freehold Borough District falls within the mandate of those codes and therefore 

provides ESL instruction for some students and ESL/bilingual for others as required by law. That ESL bilingual 

program will consist of the following component parts:  

• Assessment  

• Curriculum and instruction  

• Proposed parent education component  

 

The Freehold Borough ESL Program is a developmental second-language program that teaches aural 

comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing in English using second-language teaching techniques, and 

incorporates the cultural aspects of the students’ experiences in their ESL instruction. ESL instruction will be 

provided to students whose test scores fall below proficiency levels. Those identified as Port of Entry non-

English speakers will receive ESL instruction two periods each day. All others ESL students will receive one 

period of ESL instruction per day.  

 

In grades 3-8, students receive content instruction by a bilingual teacher in addition to ESL services. Bilingual 

education for qualified students will be received by way of the bilingual part time component, which is a 

program in which students are assigned to mainstream English program classes, but are scheduled daily for the 

developmental reading and mathematics instruction with a certified bilingual teacher. Each student schedule 

will include up to two periods of bilingual instruction as determined by assessed need. As students acquire 

enough English to meet the multiple exit criteria, they are mainstreamed into the general education classes.  

 

Student assessment in the ESL/Bilingual program serves three main purposes:  

1. To determine initial placement in the program  

2. To assess student progress  

3. To determine readiness for exiting the program  

 

Curriculum Standards 

English Language Arts (CCSS) 

New Jersey English Language Proficiency Standards (NJELP) 

World-class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) 
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Introduction 

 

Contemporary American education requires the preparation of all students including newcomers to the 

American education experience. English Language Learners may be immigrants, those seeking refuge from 

strife in their native countries, or native born Americans. They may come to school with extensive formal 

education, or they may be academically delayed or illiterate in their first language. Such students arrive at 

schools with varying degrees of English proficiency. Some may not speak English at all; others may speak 

English but need assistance in other communication skills.  

 

The Freehold Borough School District ESL/Bilingual Program seeks to provide the assistance needed 

for English Language Learners to meet National and New Jersey educational goals. The program provides 

English Language Learners full access to the learning environment, the curriculum, special services, and 

assessment in a meaningful way.  

 

The purpose of the ESL curriculum is to provide a bridge to general education for students within the 

program thereby enabling the student to join the educational mainstream. Bilingual teachers provide the 

identical core content curriculum as that taught by general program teachers; the critical difference exists in the 

delivery of that curriculum by the teachers through use of the two languages and through significant 

accommodations in lesson planning, pacing and presentation. In addition, linguistic-cultural-experiential 

expansion, adaptation of assessment instruments and techniques and “sheltered” use of instructional texts and 

resources in both languages must be incorporated into daily instruction. Bilingual instruction is generally 

provided through a transitional model.  

 

The Freehold Borough School District ESL/Bilingual Program was developed to meet the NJELP (New 

Jersey English Language Proficiency Standards) and the WIDA Standards (World-Class Instructional Design 

and Assessment), and the CCSS (Common Core State Standards). Students enrolled in the ESL program 

(English as a Second Language) will be assessed annually with the ACCESS for ELLs language proficiency 

assessment to determine their English language proficiency.  

 

This curriculum provides a vision of effective education by:  

 Including native-like levels of proficiency in English  

 Including the respect for and sharing of ESL students‟ native cultures in the classroom 

  Assuming the education of ESL students by all educational personnel  

 Calling for first-rate services and full access to those services by all students  

 Recognizing that knowledge of more than one language and culture is advantageous for all students 
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Program Goal 

ESL  

English language learners (ELL) will learn to speak, read, and comprehend written and spoken English.  

 

Bilingual  

Students in the bilingual program will receive native-language support while receiving English language 

development.  
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Program Philosophy 

 

 The Freehold Borough ESL/Bilingual Program accelerates the acquisition of English through the use of 

thematic and topic based ESL curriculum. Themes are basic to learning language. Topic related language and 

concepts are reinforced over a period of time to ensure their conceptualization and to provide an opportunity for 

students to increasingly be able to communicate their ideas on the topic. In this process, students develop all of 

the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Grade level topics from the major curriculum 

areas are reviewed and incorporated into the curriculum. The purpose is to develop academic language skill and 

provide for explicit instruction and learning strategies for both content and language acquisition.  

The ESL curriculum outlines the format in which teachers are to develop strategies to enhance language 

development and grasping of key concepts related to a particular area of the curriculum. As students gain 

control over the new material, it is vital that they understand how to transfer this knowledge and understanding 

to other areas of the curriculum and to life in general.  

Teachers are encouraged to use cooperative learning strategies to give students opportunities to work in 

groups to share what they know, learn new information and skills, and develop healthy social skills. At the same 

time the multilevel nature of the ESL classroom strongly suggests that teachers differentiate instruction in a 

manner that acknowledges students differences and English language and content attainment.  

Program entry and exit 

 

All new students registering in the district his native language is other than English must be assessed for 

appropriate placement in either the general or ESL/bilingual program. Freehold Borough schools will use 

multiple indicators, as specified in code NJAC 6A: 15–1.3 (c) and 6A:15-1.10 (b) to determine which students 

need English as a Second Language ESL and/or bilingual program support and which students can function 

independently in a monolingual English classroom. These indicators will be used for both identification of 

English language learners and for determining readiness to exit from the ESL/Bilingual services.  

As recommended by the New Jersey Department of Education the following procedures will be followed:  

 

1. Identification of the students‟ first language and the families use of the language from parental or guardian 

input on the home language survey that is completed during registration  

2. English-language proficiency assessment by means of a New Jersey Department of Education approved test 

in English to determine appropriate placement based on NJDOE established norms for each grade  

3. After the student has been identified as English language learner, the parents or guardians are notified of the 

results and requested to sign a form indicating whether they wish they child to receive services from the 

Bilingual program or the General program. Based on the above criteria, initial placement of the student in the 

ESL/Bilingual program will be determined through the administration of the Idea Proficiency Test (IPT), 

Ballard and Tighe publishers. The ESL/bilingual teacher will use test results as they relate IPT designations to 

determine program placement. 
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Curriculum Alignment to the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 

 

The Freehold Borough curriculum is aligned to the WIDA standards and the philosophy behind the 

standards is woven into the new curriculum. The WIDA Standards are aligned to the state academic content 

standard as well as to the TESOL Standards http://www.wida.us/standards/Resource_Guide_web.pdf.  

 

The New Jersey Bilingual Code has adopted the WIDA Standards as the benchmark for English 

Language Proficiency (ELP). Therefore, the Freehold Borough teachers should exhibit knowledge and be 

familiar with the WIDA standards in order to build the content of their lesson plans.  

The Freehold Borough ESL teachers will refer to the WIDA Standards and grade level clusters 

depending on the grade levels they are teaching. The ESL teachers will also connect the content of their lessons 

to the five WIDA content standards:  

 

WIDA Standards for English Language Proficiency 

 

Standard 1: English language learners communicate in English for SOCIAL & INSTRUCTIONAL purposes 

within the school setting.  

Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of LANGUAGE ARTS.  

Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of MATHEMATICS.  

Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of SCIENCE.  

Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of SOCIAL STUDIES.  

Domain: LISTENING - process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations  

Domain: SPEAKING - engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes and 

audiences  

Domain: READING - process, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols, and text with understanding 

and fluency  

Domain: WRITING - engage in written communication in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and 

audiences  

 

A complete copy of the WIDA standards may be found at www.wida.us and a complete set of the NJ 

Core Curriculum Content Standards may be found at: http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/ The WIDA 

Standards will support the Freehold Borough ESL teachers in the development of ongoing formal and informal 

assessments.  

The WIDA CAN DO Descriptors will provide the Freehold Borough ESL teachers with a starting point 

and a baseline to work with ELLs, as well as to help guide content area teachers in their expectations for student 

performance. Content area teachers should participate in professional development to gain familiarity with the 

framework of the standards. The CAN DO Descriptors are designed for the entire preK-12 spectrum. They are 

generalized across grade spans so teachers should be aware of the variability and differences between these 

spans and adjust their expectations accordingly. 

http://www.wida.us/standards/RG_CAN%20DO%20Descriptors.pdf. 

 

http://www.wida.us/standards/Resource_Guide_web.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.wida.us/standards/RG_CAN%20DO%20Descriptors.pdf
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Performance Definitions for the Levels of English Language Proficiency 

 

At the given level of English language proficiency, English language learners will process, understand, 

produce, or use: 

 

6 Reaching 

 Specialized or technical language relative of the content are at grade level 

 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse as 

required by the specified grade level 

 Oral or written communication in English comparable to proficient peers 

5 Bridging 

 The technical language of the content areas; 

 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistics complexity in extended oral or written discourse 

including stories, essays, or reports; 

 Oral or written language approaching comparability to that of English proficient peers when presented 

with grade level material 

4 Expanding 

 Specific and some technical language of the content areas; 

 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in oral discourse or multiple, related 

paragraphs; 

 Oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that do not impede the 

overall meaning of the communication when presented with oral or written connected discourse with 

occasional visual and graphic support 

3 Developing 

 General and some specific language of the content areas; 

 Expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs; 

 Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that may impede the 

communication but retain much of its meaning when presented with oral or written, narrative or 

expository description with occasional visual and graphic support 

2 Beginning 

 General language related to the content areas; 

 Phrases or short sentences; 

 Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that often impede the meaning 

of the communication when presented with one to multiple-step commands, directions, questions, or a 

series of statements with visual and graphic support 

1 Entering 

 Pictorial or graphic representation of the language of the content areas; 

 Words, phrases, or chunks of language when presented with one-step commands, directions, WH 

questions, or statements with visual and graphic support 
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ESL Methods and Techniques 

 Using this curriculum guide as a base, the ESL teacher in the role of decision maker, selects the specific 

method or technique best suited to reach a particular objective. The teacher uses an eclectic approach, drawing 

upon his or her experience and knowledge of teaching and learning while responding to the English language 

level of the students and their immediate social and academic needs. ESL teachers are sensitive to the 

differences between what the students are taught and what the students bring to class, so that lessons and 

teaching methods are student-centered, based on each student’s individual English language needs.  

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP):  

The Freehold Borough ESL teachers are using the teaching methods inspired by the SIOP Model. SIOP 

is an instructional framework under which the teacher utilizes effective instructional approaches, such as 

cooperative learning and differentiated instruction, to support content area instruction and English language 

learning. SIOP is derived from Sheltered Instruction (SI), which is an approach for teaching grade-level content 

to English learners in ways that make the subject matter understandable by providing comprehensible input. 

Teachers scaffold instruction to aid student understanding of content topics and objectives by adjusting their 

speech and instructional tasks. The SIOP approach enables students to access the necessary academic 

vocabulary and build background knowledge to meet the objectives of the mainstream class according to their 

language ability.  

The SIOP Model is an effective tool to assist mainstream teachers with teaching ELLs. The key 

concepts of the SIOP model begin with determining what content area key concepts and vocabulary the ELLs 

need. Then teachers can begin building background and making the content comprehensible. The SIOP model 

gives teachers a lesson-planning framework, so that mainstream and ESL teachers are working collaboratively 

to support ELLs.  

Cooperative Learning:  

Throughout the school year, cooperative learning activities give students opportunities to work in groups 

and share their knowledge. These learning activities are characterized by three components: positive 

interdependence, individual accountability, and face-to-face interaction. Cooperative learning helps ELLs 

develop social and oral language skills. It motivates ELLs to learn English, which helps them become an 

integral part of the class community. 

Differentiated Instruction  

The Freehold Borough ESL Curriculum strives to implement differentiated instruction in order to meet 

the WIDA standards. Students must have access to a variety of scaffolded and leveled materials that enable 

them to learn the same topics being taught in the mainstream classroom. Texts, computer resources and 

assessments are modified as needed.  

Thematic Approach:  

The Freehold Borough ESL teachers should include topics or themes into their lesson planning that 

incorporate the WIDA Standards. Topic or theme-related language and concepts may be spiraled over a period 
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of time, ensuring their conceptualization. Students are continually expected to communicate in all four language 

domains: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  

Total Physical Response (TPR)  

ESL teachers in the lower grades are encouraged to scaffold or support language through the use of 

TPR. In order to provide comprehensible input to K-1 students, the ESL teacher gives a command for single 

action word or phrase such as "jump" or "point to your eye" and then demonstrates the action. This method is 

effective with entry-level students as it provides direct and visual instruction  

Technology:  

The use of technology can play an integral part in providing ELLs with valuable language experiences 

as they learn a new language. ESL teachers should offer English language learners a language-rich environment 

in which students are constantly engaged in language activities. Technology can act as a tool to increase verbal 

exchanges, develop content area vocabulary and improve reading and writing skills. 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Standard 1: Social and Instructional Language 6-8 weeks 

Standard 2: Language of Language Arts 6-8 weeks 

Standard 3: Language of Math 6-8 weeks 

Standard 4: Language of Science 6-8 weeks 

Standard 5: Language of Social Studies 6-8 weeks 
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Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres:  
Content Related to WIDA’s English Language Proficiency Standards: 

 

Standards 

WIDA: https://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx  

Common Core (ELA): http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/  

Common Core (Math): http://www.corestandards.org/Math/  

Next Gen Science Standards: http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/NGSS%20DCI%20Combined%2011.6.13.pdf  

Social Studies Standards: http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf  

 

Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres 

Standard 1: Social and Instructional Language 

 Classroom Rules and Procedures 

 Following Directions and Consequences 

 Health and Safety 

 Leisure Activities and Hobbies 

 Opinions 

 Personal Experiences 

 Personal Information 

 Verb Tenses 

 Simple Present 

https://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/
http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/NGSS%20DCI%20Combined%2011.6.13.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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 Present Continuous 

 Present Perfect 

 Present Perfect Continuous 

 Simple Past 

 Past Continuous 

 Past Perfect 

 Past Perfect Continuous 

 Simple Future 

 Future Continuous 

 Future Perfect 

 Future Perfect Continuous 

 Conditional Tense 

 Infinitives 

 The -ing forms 

 Progressive Tense 

 

Sample Theme and Structure 

Topic: Classroom Rules and Procedures 

Essential 

Questions 

(What is the 

“big idea”?) 

Enduring 

Understanding 

(How do you apply 

and use in real-life 

situations?) 

Learning Objective Language Objective Activities Tiered 

Vocabulary 

• What are the 

classroom rules? 

 

• Rules keep students 

safe and create good 

citizens. 

• Understand why 

rules and routines are 

necessary for a 

school. 

• Explain how decisions 

can be made or how 

conflicts might be 

resolved in a fair and 

• Set up anchor 

charts with rules of 

the classroom and 

their consequences. 

Tier 1: 

classroom , 

school, rules, 

principal, 
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• What are the 

school rules? 

 

• What would 

happen without 

rules and 

authority in 

school? 

 

• What are the 

consequences 

when a rule is 

broken? 

 

• Consequences are 

the result of a rule 

being broken. 

 

• Routines help in 

keeping an orderly 

and well runned 

classroom/school. 

 

• Give examples of 

people who have the 

power and authority 

to make and enforce 

rules in the school. 

 

• Give examples of 

some consequences 

when a rule is 

broken.  

just way. 

 

• Distinguish what 

makes a good rule and 

who doesn’t. 

 

• Illustrate or 

demonstrate proper 

routines in the 

classroom/school. 

 

• Discuss and 

practice routines 

used during class 

time. 

 

• Read books that 

discuss rules in the 

classroom.  

teacher 

Tier 2: 

routines, 

guidelines, 

consequences 

 

Tier 3: 

justice, 

authority, fair, 

unfair 
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Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres 

Standard 2: The Language of Language Arts 

 Reading and Writing Genres 

 Adventure 

 Autobiographies 

 Biographies 

 Fairy Tales 

 Fiction and Nonfiction 

 Folklore 

 Historical Fiction 

 Informational and Explanatory Texts 

 Mysteries 

 Myths and Legends 

 Narratives 

 Realistic Fiction 

 Science Fiction 

 Series and Trilogies 

 Tall Tales 

 Topics 

 Comprehension Strategies 

 Editing and Revising 

 Fact and Opinion 

 Fluency Strategies 

 Main Idea and Supporting Details 

 Point of Views (First, Second, and Third) 

 Story Elements 
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Sample Theme and Structure 

Topic: Realistic Fiction 

Essential 

Questions 

(What is the 

“big idea”?) 

Enduring 

Understanding 

(How do you apply and 

use in real-life 

situations?) 

Learning 

Objective 

Language 

Objective 

Activities Tiered 

Vocabulary 

• What are my 

identities? 

 

• How do 

others view 

my identities? 

 

• How can my 

identities 

influence my 

writing/role as 

an author? 

 

• Writers collect story 

ideas by imagining 

stories from ordinary 

moments and issues in 

their lives. 

 

• Characters in realistic 

fiction share 

characteristics and 

identities of real people. 

 

• Identities can 

come into conflict with 

the world around them. 

• Establish a 

situation, plot, point 

of view, setting, and 

conflict. 

 

• Use specific 

evidence from 

stories to identity 

themes; describe 

characters, their 

actions and their 

motivations; relate a 

sequence of events. 

 

• Assemble topics 

by listing people, 

places and events 

important to 

them. 

 

• Identify literary 

elements, such as 

setting, plot, and 

character, of 

different 

genres, with 

assistance. 

 

• Describe the 

characters and 

explain how they 

change, with 

assistance. 

• Make a flowchart on the 

components of a story and 

how to identify them. 

 

• Produce anchor charts 

on character development, 

revising and editing, 

conflict, how to generate a 

realistic fiction story, etc. 

Tier 1:identity, 

fiction, 

character, 

people, places 

 

Tier 2:genre, 

conflict, 

solution,  

 

Tier 3:plot, 

setting, point of 

view, 

resolution. 
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Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres 

Standard 3: The Language of Mathematics 

 Angles (Acute, Obtuse and Right) 

 Area (Circle, Square, Rectangle, Triangle, etc.) 

 Basic Operations (Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and Division) 

 Decimals 

 Fractions 

 Metric System 

 Open Ended Responses 

 Percent 

 Place Value 

 Polygons 

 Problem Solving Strategies 

 Two and Three Dimensional Shapes 

 Whole Numbers 

 

Sample Theme and Structure 

Topic: Metric System 

Essential 

Questions 

(What is the 

“big idea”?) 

Enduring 

Understanding 

(How do you apply 

and use in real-life 

situations?) 

Learning 

Objective 

Language Objective Activities Tiered 

Vocabulary 
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• How do we 

measure objects 

of different 

sizes?  

 

• How do we 

compare one 

measurement to 

another? 

• Almost all countries, 

except a few, use the 

metric System when 

measuring.  

 

• The Metric System 

has its own set of 

units that must be 

used (meter, 

kilogram, second). 

 

• The Metric System 

can be converted into 

the U.S. Customary 

Units and vice-versa. 

• Select appropriate 

tools and units 

(customary and 

metric) for a length 

being measured. 

 

• Develop an 

understanding of the 

basics of equivalent 

standard units of 

length. 

• Identify the 

differences between 

metric and customary 

units of measurement. 

• Express and explore 

the reasons why two 

systems exist and why 

a universal system 

could be both 

beneficial and 

problematic. 

• Explain how to select 

an appropriate system 

of measurement when 

solving real world 

problems. 

• Use meter sticks to 

measure different 

objects around the 

classroom. 

 

• Research where the 

metric system is used 

and where it is not 

used. 

 

• Measure objects in 

U.S. Customary 

Units and compare to 

the measurements of 

the metric system. 

Tier 1: 

measurement, 

length, width, 

height, time 

 

Tier 2:units, 

mass 

 

Tier 3:metric, 

customary, 

meter, kilogram, 

second 
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Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres 

Standard 4: The Language of Science 

 Biology 

 Adaptations 

 Animal Classification 

 Body Parts and Organs 

 Body Systems 

 Cells and Organisms 

 Food and Nutrition 

 Interdependence in Nature 

 Living and Nonliving Things 

 Heredity 

 Reproduction (Sexual and Asexual) 

 Structure and Function of Cells 

 Plant Classification 

 Plants (Structures and Functions) 

 Chemistry 

 Matter (States, Properties and Characteristics) 

 Mixtures and Solutions 

 Physical and Chemical Properties/Changes 

 Scientific Inquiry and Method 

 Tools of Science 

 Earth Science 

 Earth Structures, Properties and Materials 

 Ecosystems and Food Chains 

 The Environment and Conservation 

 Fossils 
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 Geological Forms/Features 

 History of the Earth 

 Natural Disasters 

 Natural Resources 

 Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources 

 Rocks, Soils and Minerals 

 Rock Types and Cycles (Sedimentary, Igneous and Metamorphic) 

 Seasons 

 Water Cycle 

 Weather and Climate (Patterns and Predicting) 

 Weathering and Erosion 

 Physics 

 Electricity 

 Energy Sources 

 Forces and Motion 

 Gravity 

 Light and Heat 

 Magnets and Magnetism 

 Phases of the Moon 

 Solar System 

 Sound and Waves 

 Stars, Asteroids, Constellations, Meteors, etc. 
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Sample Theme and Structure: Grade 3-5 

Topic: Phases of the Moon 

Essential 

Questions 

(What is the 

“big idea”?) 

Enduring 

Understanding 

(How do you apply and 

use in real-life 

situations?) 

Learning 

Objective 

Language Objective Activities Tiered Vocabulary 

• What are the 

phases of the 

moon? 

 

• How does the 

rotation of the 

Earth differ from 

that of the 

moon? 

• The moon revolves 

around (orbits) Earth in 

about 28 days as Earth 

revolves around (orbits) 

the Sun. 

 

• The moon’s physical 

shape does not actually 

change. 

 

• The moon does not 

produce its own light; it 

reflects light from the sun. 

• Name the 

phases of the 

moon. 

• Explain why 

there are 

phases of the 

moon. 

 

• Demonstrate and 

identify the position of 

the earth, moon, and 

sun for each phase of 

the moon. 

• Describe the moon. 

 

• KWL Chart: 

“What is the 

moon?” 

• Create a picture 

book of  the phases 

of the moon.  

• Draw, label and 

differentiate a new 

and full moon. 

• Keep a journal of 

what the moon 

looks like each 

night. 

• Research about 

moon landings. 

• Explore myths 

and folklore 

pertaining to each 

full moon during 

the year. 

Tier 1: Moon, Sun, 

Earth 

 

Tier 2: Satellite, 

revolution, orbit, 

moon phases, 

crescent, first 

quarter, third quarter 

 

Tier 3: Waxing, 

waning, gibbous, 

New moon, Full 

moon 
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Grades 3-5 Example Topics and Genres 

Standard 5: The Language of Social Studies 

 Ancient History 

 Ancient Civilizations 

 Ancient Egypt 

 Ancient Rome and Greece 

 Incas, Mayans and Aztecs 

 Pre-Columbian Times 

 Prehistoric Times 

 Civics and Globalization 

 19th Century Advancements 

 Civic Responsibilities 

 Goods and Services 

 Immigration and Migration 

 Science and Technology (Innovations) 

 Taxes and Its Purposes 

 Trade and Commerce 

 Geography 

 Communities (Urban, Suburban and Rural) 

 Geography (Cardinal Directions, Latitude, Longitude, etc.) 

 Maps and Globes (Location) 

 Topography (Rivers, Coasts, Mountains, Deserts, Plains, etc.) 

 U.S. History 

 13 Colonies 

 American Democracy 

 American Government 

 American Symbolism 
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 Branches of Government 

 Civil War 

 Colonization 

 Confederation Congress 

 Economics 

 Great Depression 

 Human and Civil Rights 

 Industrialization and Modern Times 

 Louisiana Purchase 

 Manifest Destiny 

 Native Americans (Early and Modern) 

 Revolutionary War 

 Roaring 20’s 

 Role and Rights of Women 

 Slavery 

 States and Capitals 

 State Constitution 

 United States Citizenship 

 United States Documents 

 United States Regions 

 War of 1812 

 Westward Expansion 

 World History 

 Cultural Characteristics 

 Explorers and Conquistadores 

 Historical Events 

 Historical Figures and Leaders 

 World War I and II 

 

Sample Theme and Structure 
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Topic: Economics 

Essential Questions 

(What is the “big 

idea”?) 

Enduring 

Understanding 

(How do you apply 

and use in real-life 

situations?) 

Learning Objective Language 

Objective 

Activities Tiered 

Vocabulary 

• How do citizens 

contribute to the 

financial stability of 

the nation? 

 

• What is the 

difference between 

resources/goods and 

scarcity of 

resources/goods? 

 

• What makes a good 

economy and what 

makes a bad 

economy? 

• Currencies are 

different from one 

country to the other.  

 

• All currencies do 

not have the same 

value. 

 

• A strong economy 

provides goods and 

services for all its 

citizens. 

 

• A bad economy 

provides goods and 

services to only a 

few of its citizens. 

• Discuss and list the 

various 

characteristics of 

money (e.g., 

portable, divisible, 

recognizable, 

durable) 

• Explain why 

certain 

characteristics of 

money, such as 

durability and 

portability, are 

necessary. 

• Define and apply 

the word scarcity to 

a specific situation or 

scenario. 

• Explain and 

apply the terms 

of buyer, seller, 

exchange, goods, 

services, trade 

and money. 

• Distinguish and 

compare 

currencies used in 

the United States 

and other 

countries. 

• Create scenarios in 

which students 

experience supply 

and demand and its 

changes on 

economy based on 

the scarcity of a 

product. 

 

• Create a comic 

strip to show water 

or food scarcity. 

 

• Draw and label 

currencies from 

other countries and 

compare them to the 

U.S. dollar. 

Tier 1: trade, 

characteristics, 

buy, sell, dollars 

 

Tier 2: scarcity, 

exchange, goods, 

services, 

distinguish, 

resources 

 

Tier 3: bartering, 

portability, 

durability, buyers, 

sellers, currencies 
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Resources (Teachers and Students) 

Standard 1: Social 

and Instructional 

Language 

http://eslcafe.com 

www.eslkidstuff.com 

www.Esl-kids.com 

www.esltreasure.com 

http://www.brainpop.com 

www.brainpopjr.com 

http://www.studyisland.com 

www.funenglishgames.com 

www.literactive.com 

www.starfall.com 

www.esl4kids.com 

www.eslkid.com 

www.eslgalaxy.com 

http://www.uni.edu/becker/TESOL 

http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/eslplans.html 

http://iteslj.org 

http://www.pdictionary.com 

http://www.englishclub.com/index.htm 

http://www.ducksters.com/ 

https://listencurrent.com/ 

http://www.esl-lab.com/ 

http://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/verbtenseintro.html  

http://www.edufind.com/english-grammar/verbs/  

http://www.spellingcity.com/  

Standard 2: The http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ 

http://eslcafe.com/
http://www.eslkidstuff.com/
http://www.esl-kids.com/
http://www.esltreasure.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/
http://www.literactive.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.esl4kids.com/
http://www.eslkid.com/
http://www.eslgalaxy.com/
http://www.uni.edu/becker/TESOL
http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/eslplans.html
http://iteslj.org/
http://www.pdictionary.com/
http://www.englishclub.com/index.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/
https://listencurrent.com/
http://www.esl-lab.com/
http://www.englishpage.com/verbpage/verbtenseintro.html
http://www.edufind.com/english-grammar/verbs/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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Language of 

Language Arts 

http://www.englishforeveryone.org/Topics/Sentence-Correction.htm 

http://www.allthingsgrammar.com/ 

http://www.lbcc.edu/WRSC/SentenceRevision.cfm 

http://www.englishworksheetsland.com/contextclues.html 

http://www.ihbristol.com/useful-english-expressions 

Standard 3: The 

Language of 

Mathematics 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/measure/metric-system.html 

http://www.mathsisfun.com/measure/us-standard-units-introduction.html 

https://www.khanacademy.org/ (English) 

https://es.khanacademy.org/ (Spanish) 

http://my.hrw.com/math06_07/nsmedia/tools/glossary/msm/glossary.html 

http://www.hbschool.com/glossary/fast_forward_ca/index6.html 

http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/show_me/ 

Standard 4: The 

Language of Science 

http://btc.montana.edu/ceres/html/MoonQuest/Quemoon1.html 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/skytellers/moon_phases/ 

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.eiu.mphase/phases-of-the-moon/ 

http://esl.fis.edu/learners/support/indexScience.htm 

http://www.learningscience.org/lsc1corganisms.htm 

http://chemistry.about.com/od/chemistryforkids/ 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/habitats.html 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/  

Standard 5: The 

Language of Social 

Studies 

http://www.lynchburg.edu/academics/academic-community-centers/center-for-economic-education/teacher-

workshops/economic-lesson-plans-resources/ 

http://www.elcivics.com/ 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/ 

http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/timeline/accessvers/index.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/exploreraltflash#/object_li6X6vc1SMSJfJ2BhOdB0A 

http://www.timemaps.com/home/time-map/  

 

http://www.englishforeveryone.org/Topics/Sentence-Correction.htm
http://www.allthingsgrammar.com/
http://www.lbcc.edu/WRSC/SentenceRevision.cfm
http://www.englishworksheetsland.com/contextclues.html
http://www.ihbristol.com/useful-english-expressions
https://www.mathsisfun.com/measure/metric-system.html
http://www.mathsisfun.com/measure/us-standard-units-introduction.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://es.khanacademy.org/
http://my.hrw.com/math06_07/nsmedia/tools/glossary/msm/glossary.html
http://www.hbschool.com/glossary/fast_forward_ca/index6.html
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/show_me/
http://btc.montana.edu/ceres/html/MoonQuest/Quemoon1.html
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/skytellers/moon_phases/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.eiu.mphase/phases-of-the-moon/
http://esl.fis.edu/learners/support/indexScience.htm
http://www.learningscience.org/lsc1corganisms.htm
http://chemistry.about.com/od/chemistryforkids/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/habitats.html
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/
http://www.lynchburg.edu/academics/academic-community-centers/center-for-economic-education/teacher-workshops/economic-lesson-plans-resources/
http://www.lynchburg.edu/academics/academic-community-centers/center-for-economic-education/teacher-workshops/economic-lesson-plans-resources/
http://www.elcivics.com/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/timeline/accessvers/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/exploreraltflash#/object_li6X6vc1SMSJfJ2BhOdB0A
http://www.timemaps.com/home/time-map/

